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THE V. Let them begin as soon as possible, aud, if
possible, prevent any uncongenial person coming
in to disturb our performance.

(The violins play for a short time, and all the
company sit down.)

SCENE VIII

THE COUNTESS, THE COUNT, THE VISCOUNT, JULIE,
MONSIEUR HARPIN, MONSIEUB TIBAUDIER, at the
Countess's feet, MONSIEUR BOBINET, ANDBEE

M. H. Upon my word ! it is a pretty thing; this is

just the sort of thing I like to see.
THE C.   Come !  Monsieur le Receveur, what is the

meaning of your conduct ? why interrupt a comedy

in this way ?
M. H.  Upon my soul! Madam, I am delighted with

this entertainment, it shows me what I may expect

of you, it assures me of the gift of your heart, and

ratifies the oaths you have made as to its fidelity.
THE C.  But come, it is not seemly to interrupt a

comedy in this way, and drown an actor's words.

M. H. Ah good Heavens! the true comedy that is
being played here is the one you are playing; and
if it be you I interrupt I care little about it.

THE C. You do not know what you are talking about.

M. H. What! I know well enough : perfectly well,
damn it! and . . .

THE C. Fie I Monsieur, it is ill-mannered of you to
swear in that fashion !

M. H. Confound it! if there is anything unmannerly
here, it is not my oaths, but your actions; it would
be a great deal better if you were to swear by all
the powers that be than to carry on as you are
carrying on with Monsieur le Vicomte.